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PEDER ANKER 

 

www.pederanker.com 

 

Gallatin School of Individualized Study 

New York University 

1 Washington Place, RM 425 

New York, NY 10012, USA 

peder.anker@nyu.edu 

 

 

Education 

 

Ph.D. History of Science, Harvard University, 1999. 

M.A. History of Science, Harvard University, 1998. 

M.A. Philosophy, University of Oslo, 1993. 

B.A. Philosophy, Political Science, Environmental Studies, University of Oslo, 1991. 

 

 

Areas of Specialization 

 

History of Science, Environmental Humanities, History of Architecture and Design. 

 

 

Academic Positions 

 

2020 -    Professor of History of Science, Gallatin School, New York University. 

2025 -   Senior Researcher, Oslo School of Architecture and Design. 

2009 - 2020  Associate Professor, Gallatin School, New York University. 

2015 - 2020  Senior Researcher, Department of History, University of Oslo. 

2009 - 2011  Senior Researcher, Department of History, University of Oslo.  

2006 - 2009  Research Fellow, Forum for University History, University of Oslo. 

2001 - 2006  Research Fellow, Center for Dev. and Environment, University of Oslo. 

2000 - 2001  Lecturer, Department of History of Science, Harvard University. 

1999 - 2000  Research Fellow, Department of Philosophy, University of Oslo. 

1999  (fall)  Lecturer, Faculty of Science, University of Oslo. 

1998 (spring)   Head Tutor, Department of History of Science, Harvard University. 

1993 - 1994  Lecturer, Department of Philosophy, University of Oslo. 

 

 

Visiting Positions and Fellowships 

 

2020   Abu Dhabi Washington Square North Faculty Fellowship 

2002 - 2005  Norwegian Research Council, Research Fellowship (Post Doc). 

2002 - 2004  Visiting Scholar, Historical Social Sciences, Columbia University. 

2000   Norwegian Research Council, Research Fellowship. 

1998 - 1999  Dibner Institute Graduate Fellow, MIT. 

1997 & 1999  Max Planck Institute for History of Science, Summer Academy 

1996   Bertram and Barbara Cohn Fellowship, Harvard University. 

1995 - 1999  Norwegian Research Council, Ph.D. Fellowship. 

1995   Fulbright-Hays Fellowship Program. 

 

Awards 

 

Scandinavian Society, Crystal Award, 2020. 

http://www.pederanker.com/
mailto:peder.anker@nyu.edu
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New York State Council of the Arts, Design Award (with Nina Edwards), 2003. 

Forum for History of Human Science Prize, Dissertation Prize, 2000. 

Harvard University Certificate of Distinction in Teaching, Derek Bok Center, 1997. 

 

 

Courses Taught 

 

Undergraduate: History of Philosophy (Oslo), Humans and the Environment (Oslo), Science and 

Society (Harvard), The Darwinian Revolution (Harvard), History of Science (Harvard), History of 

Ecology and Environmentalism (NYU), History of Environmental Sciences before Darwin (NYU), 

Environmentalism: A Global History (NYU), Designing with Climate Change (NYU), Walking New 

York (NYU). 

 

Undergraduate and graduate: History of Conservation, Ecology and the Environment (Harvard), 

History of Human Ecology (Harvard). 

 

Graduate: Science and Society (Oslo), Environmental Philosophy and Ethics (Oslo), Science, Culture 

and Sustainability (Oslo), History of Environmental Art, Architecture, and Design (NYU), Global 

Environmental History (NYU). 

 

 

Publications - Books 

 

For the Love of Bombs: The Trail of Nuclear Suffering (London: Anthem, 2025).  

 

Livet er best ute: Friluftslivets historie og filosofi, («Life is best outside») (Oslo: Kagge forlag, 2022). 

 

The Power of the Periphery: How Norway Became an Environmental Pioneer for the World, 

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2020). 

 

Global Design: Elsewhere Envisioned, with Mitchell Joachim and Louise Harpman. (Munich: Prestel, 

2014). 

 

Samtidshistoriske perspektiver (Contemporary History Perspectives), with Magnus Gulbrandsen, 

Eirinn Larsen, Johannes W. Løvhaug and Bent Sofus Tranøy. Vol. 7, of Universitetet i Oslos historie 

(The History of University of Oslo), (Oslo: Unipub, 2011). I am the author of ”Den store økologiske 

vekkelsen som har hjemsøkt vårt land,” pp. 103-171, 461-479. 

 

From Bauhaus to Ecohouse: A History of Ecological Design, (Baton rouge: Louisiana State University 

Press, 2010). 

 Chinese edition: 从包豪斯到生态建筑, published by 西方近现代建筑五书, 2013. 

 

Imperial Ecology: Environmental Order in the British Empire, 1895-1945. 

(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2001). 

 

 

Publications - Edited Volumes 

 

School of the Earth: Gallatin Reimagined in 2061, with Mitchell Joachim, (New York: Gallatin 

School, 2017). 

Edvard Munchs Aulamalerier: Fra kontroversielt prosjekt til nasjonalskatt (Edvard Munch’s 

Aula Paintings: From Controversal Project to National Treasure), with Patricia G. Berman, (Oslo: 

Messel Forlag, 2011). 

https://pederanker.com/2017/05/24/school-of-the-earth/
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Miljø og menneske: Kritiske perspektiver. (”Environment and Humans: Critical Perspectives”), with 

Tarjei Rønnow, (Oslo: Gyldendal, 2002). 

 

 

Play 

Frack Off! A Puppet Play, with Michael D. Dinwiddie, (New York: Barnes and Noble, 2025). 

 

 

Publications – Peer Reviewed Journals 

 

“Burning Down the House,” with Mitchell Joachim, Log, forthcoming 2026. 

 

“Design Against Extinction at New York University,” with Mitchell Joachim, Spool, 10:1 (2023), 121-

132. 

 

“A History of Uranium Mining in Canada,” JAMIT, (2023), 5-23. 

 

“Cycles and Circulation: A Theme in the History of Biology and Medicine,” with Nick Hopwood 

et.al., History and Philosophy of the Life Sciences 43:89 (2021), 1-39. 

 

“Deep Impact: Animal-, Plant- or Insect-Aided Design as techniques to mitigate stress on urban non-

human species,” Terreform ONE, Mitchel Joachim, Peder Anker, Nicholas Gervasi, Topos Magazine, 

112 (Sept. 2020), 32-37.  

 

“Anthropocene Architecture: Design Earth’s Geostories” with Nina Edwards Anker, The Avery 

Review 29 (Feb. 2018). 

Republished in: Rania Ghosn and El Hadi Jazairy, Geostories: Another Architecture for the 

Environment, (Barcelona: Actar, 2018), 206-213. 

 

“A Pioneer Country? A History of Norwegian Climate Politics,” Climatic Change, (March 2016), 1-

13. 

 

“The Call for a New EcoTheology in Norway” Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture 

7:2 (2013), 187-207. 

 

“Viewing the Earth from Without or from Within” with Nina Edwards Anker, New Geographies 4 

(2011), 89-94. 

 

"Seeing Pink: The Eco-Art of Simon Starling," Journal of Visual Art Practice 7 (2008), 3-9. 

 

"Science as a Vacation: A History of Ecology in Norway," History of Science, 45 (2007), 455-479. 

Translated: 

“Wissenschaft als Urlaub: Eine Geschichte der Ökologie in Norwegen” in Tue Greenfort: 

Eine Berggeschichte, (Dornbirn: Verlag für Moderne Kunst, 2012), 26-57. 

 

”Vitenskap som ferie: En historie om økologidebatten i Norge,” i Kunnskapens betingelser, 

John Peter Collett (et.al.) (eds.), (Oslo: Vidarforlaget, 2009), 29-55. 

 

"Buckminster Fuller as Captain of Spaceship Earth," Minerva, 39 (2007), 417-434. 

 

“Graphic Language: Herbert Bayer’s Environmental Design,” Environmental History, 12 (2007), 254-

279. 

 

“Bauhaus at the Zoo,” Nature, 439 (23 Feb. 2006), 916. 

https://pederanker.com/2025/12/15/frack-off-a-puppet-play/
https://pederanker.com/2024/04/12/design-against-extinction/
https://pederanker.com/2021/08/23/cycles-and-circulation-a-theme-in-the-history-of-biology-and-medicine/
https://www.toposmagazine.com/


 

 

4 

 

“The Closed World of Ecological Architecture,” The Journal of Architecture, 10 (2005), 527-552. 

Republished: 

“Ouroboros Architecture” in The Routledge Companion to Biology in Art and Architecture, 

Charissa Terranova and MeredithTromble (eds), (London: Routledge, 2016), 112-135. 

 

 

“The Bauhaus of Nature,” Modernism/Modernity, 12 (2005), 229-251. 

 

“The Ecological Colonization of Space,” Environmental History, 10 (2005), 239-268. 

 

“A Vindication of the Rights of Brutes,” Philosophy and Geography, 7 (2004), 261-266. 

 

“The Economy of Nature in the Botany of Nehemiah Grew,” Archives of Natural History, 31 (2004), 

191-207. 

 

“The Politics of Ecology in South Africa on the Radical Left,” Journal of the History of Biology, 37 

(2004), 303-331. 

 

“The Philosopher’s Cabin and the Household of Nature,” Ethics, Place and Environment, 6 (2003), 

131-141. 

 

“The Context of Ecosystem Theory,” Ecosystems, 5 (2002), 611-613. 

 

”The Dream of the Biocentric Community and the Structure of Utopias,” with Nina Witoszek, 

Worldviews, 2 (1998), 239-256. 

 

 

Exhibitions 

 

“Coding Plants: A Sustainable Kelp Reef Preserving Design Knowledge,” co-curated with Mitchell 

Joachim, Melanie Fessel, and Paul Miller, 19th International Architecture Exhibition, Venice, 2025.  

 

“Collapse: Climate, Cities and Culture,” NYU Berlin, co-curated with Mitchell Joachim, June 6 – July 

11, 2019. 

 

“Collapse: Climate, Cities and Culture,” NYU Gallatin, New York, Co-curated with Louise Harpman 

and Mitchell Joachim, June 12-29, 2018. 

 

“Times Square Electronic Garden,” Times Square, New York, Co-curated with Louise Harpman and 

Mitchell Joachim.  

  

“Global Design,” Building Centre, London, Co-curated with Louise Harpman and Mitchell Joachim, 

Sept. 20 - Oct. 20, 2012. Including Symposium Oct 19. 

 

“Elsewhere Envisioned,” NYU Gallatin, New York, Co-curated with Louise Harpman and Mitchell 

Joachim, May 25 -June 15, 2011. Including Symposium May 26. 

 

 

 

Publications – short films 

 

Human Heliostat, NYU (2016). Produced with Louise Harpman, Keith Miller and Mitchell Joachim. 

https://pederanker.com/2018/06/19/collapse-climate-cities-culture/
https://pederanker.com/2018/06/19/collapse-climate-cities-culture/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BAy4Pl8Bekg&t=47s
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Times Square Electronic Garden (2016). Produced with Louise Harpman, Keith Miller and Mitchell 

Joachim.  

 

Climate Deal Now (2015).  Produced with Louise Harpman, Keith Miller and Mitchell Joachim. 

 

 

 

Publications – Non-Peer Reviewed Journals 

 

“Leslie R. Groves Invented the Atomic Bomb,” Bulletin of Atomic Scientists, forthcoming 2025. 

 

“Coding Plants” e-flux architecture, May 8, 2025. 

 

“The stories ‘Oppenheimer’ didn’t tell” Washington Post, March 15, 2024.  

 

“The Trail of Nuclear Suffering,” Network in Canadian History and Environment, August 8, 2023. 

 

“The Cooper Union Promotes Russian Architecture. Why?” Archinect, Jan. 21 2023. 

 

“Norway: How to Greenwash a Nation,” LA+ Interdisciplinary Journal of Landscape Architecture, 15 

(Spring 2021), 100-105. 

 

“Pereferiens makt,” Syn og segn, 3:126 (2020), 69-75. 

 

”Minibiografi: Den 'grunnøkologiske bevegelse'. Om Jørgen Randers' faglitterære bidrag” Prosa 6 

(2010), 20-23. 

 

"Den økologiske arkitekturens lukkede verden," (”The closed world of ecological architecture) 

Byggekunst, 89 nr. 3 (2007), 32-39. 

 Republished: 

 Vagant 3 (2010), 80-83. 

 

“Biology and the Bauhaus,” Tate etc., 6 (Spring 2006), 48-55. 

 

“USA sett fra Norge sett fra USA,” (USA seen from Norway seen from the USA,” Samtiden, 2 (2004), 

124-133. 

 

“Arne Næss sett utenfra,” (“Arne Naess seen from Abroad,”) Samtiden, 4 (2002), 4-19. 

 

“Environmental History versus History of Science,” Reviews in Anthropology, 31 (2002), 309-322. 

 

“Økologisk forvaltning av naturressurser i urbefolkningsområder: et historisk tilbakeblikk,” 

(”Ecological management of natural resources in indigenous regions: a historical perspective,”) 

Diedut, 1 (2002), 23-32. 

 

 

Publications – Book Chapters and Invited Articles 

 

“Coding Plants: An Artificial Reef and Living Kelp Archive,” in Handbook of Experimental 

Architecture, Rachel Armstrong (ed.), Routledge, forthcoming 2027. 

 

“Ground Zero of Constructivism,” in The Ground: Seminal Projects and Critical Essays, Tom 

Verebes (ed.), Oscar Riera Ojeda Publishers, forthcoming 2026. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0EnYRM3RyPE&t=32s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cBOvMHc8-Mo
https://www.e-flux.com/announcements/666326/terreform-onecoding-plants/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2024/03/15/oppenheimer-smyth-report-nagasaki-radiation/?fbclid=IwAR03VNkvxVT6Q65a5zrmJrEkMvVxzomTzKcpunfjny7lIqrE3qfFck0HIy4
https://niche-canada.org/2023/08/08/the-trail-of-nuclear-suffering/
https://pederanker.com/2023/01/21/the-cooper-union-promotes-russian-architecture-why/
http://www2.arkitektur.no/page/Byggekunst/Meny_Publikasjoner/8942/8206
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“Planifier une nouvelle écologie humaine”, Empires. Une histoire sociale de l’environnement, édité 

Guillaume Blanc, Antonin Plarier, (Paris: CNRS éditions, 2025), 81-139. Traduit de Imperial Ecology, 

2002. 

 

“Coding Plants,” Intelligens. Natural. Artificial. Collective: Exhibition Catalogue, Carlo Ratti 

(ed.)(Venice, IT: Biennale Architectura, 2025), 100. 

 

“Interview with Mitchell Joachim, Peder Anker and Nicholas Gervasi” in Transitioning to Sustainable 

Cities and Communities, Hubert Klumptner (et.al, eds.), (Basel: MDPI Books, 2024), p. 137-148.  

  

“Views from the Outside” with Marty Matlock, Malkit Shoshan, and Hazem Rashed-Ali, Technology | 

Architecture + Design (TAD) 8(1) (2024), 8–10. 

 

“Everett Mendelsohn: The Harvard Professor,” Journal of the History of Biology, Nov. 21, 2023, 1-5. 

  

“Commemorating COVID,” with Mitchell Joachim and Paul D. Miller, in The Pandemic Effect,  

Braine Brownell (ed.), (Princeton: Princeton Architectural Press, 2023), 44-45. 

 

“Archiagape” in Ambiguous Territory: Architecture, Landscape and the Postnatural, Chris Perry 

(et.al.) (eds.), (Barcelona: Actar, 2022), 298-302. 

  

“Ukichiro Nakaya’s Sense of Snow” with Sverker Sörlin, in Letters Sent from Heaven: Frozen and 

Vaporized Water: Ukichiro Nakaya and Fujiko Nakaya’s Science and Art, Jonatan Habib Engqvist and 

Marianne Hultman (eds.), (Oslo: OK Book, 2022), 125-131. 

 

“Time Landscape,” in Expansions: How Will We Live Together? Hashim Sarkis and Ala Tannir (eds.), 

(Venice: 17th International Architecture Exhibition – La Biennale di Venezia, 2021), 176-178. 

 

“Computing Environmental Design,” Computer Architectures: Constructing the Common Ground, 

1945-1980, Theodora Vardouli and Olga Touloumi (eds.), (London: Routledge, 2019), 15-37 

 

 Republished: 

Kjetil Fallan (ed.), The Culture of Nature in the History of Design, (London: Routledge, 

2019), 44-57. 

 

“Commentary” in Lydia Kallipoliti, The Architecture of Closed Worlds, (Zürich: Lars Müller Pub., 

2018), 175. 

 

“Anthropocene Architecture: Design Earth’s Geostories” with Nina Edwards Anker, The Avery 

Review 29 (Feb. 2018). 

 

Republished: 

Rania Ghosn and El Hadi Jazairy, Geostories: Another Architecture for the Environment, 

(Barcelona: Actar, 2018), 206-213. 

 

“Untangling Intentions: Teaching the History of Climate Politics,” in Teaching Climate Change in the 

Humanities, Stephen Siperstein, Shane Hall and Stephanie LeMenager (eds.), (New York: Routledge, 

2016), 272-278. 

 

“Art in the Anthropocene,” in Jan Freuchen: Columna Translantica, (Oslo: Press, 2015), 112-122. 

 

Carly Krakow, Peder Anker, Louise Harpman, Mitchell Jocahim, “Cities and Citizenship: Notes from 

the Conference,” Weltstadt Zeitung, no. 5, April 30, 2014, p. 3. 

 

https://pederanker.com/2025/10/29/planifier-une-nouvelle-ecologie-humaine/
https://www.amazon.com/Empires-histoire-sociale-lenvironnement-French-ebook/dp/B0FPHW5ZQ8/ref=sr_1_1?crid=358K2H9Q42VEA&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.t8KiqHkyCvHvKTIeJjqjBQ.HsYKCELKxXmOcJaBfodQlespgJPyeDL_4WRewB_K7-c&dib_tag=se&keywords=Empires+Une+histoire+sociale+de+l%E2%80%99environnement&qid=1761747300&sprefix=empires+une+histoire+sociale+de+l+environnement%2Caps%2C177&sr=8-1
https://pederanker.com/2025/02/12/coding-plants/
https://www.mdpi.com/books/edition/8899/article/10100-interview-with-mitchell-joachim-peder-anker-and-nicholas-gervasi
https://www.mdpi.com/books/edition/8899-transitioning-to-sustainable-cities-and-communities
https://www.mdpi.com/books/edition/8899-transitioning-to-sustainable-cities-and-communities
https://pederanker.com/2023/11/22/everett-mendelsohn-the-harvard-professor/
https://www.amazon.com/Ambiguous-Territory-Architecture-Landscape-Postnatural/dp/1948765659/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Ambiguous+Territory&qid=1631023949&s=books&sr=1-2
https://pederanker.com/2021/10/26/time-lanscape/
https://www.amazon.com/Expansions-Hashim-Sarkis/dp/8836648614/ref=sr_1_1?crid=LH1ZMMIA31CF&dchild=1&keywords=Expansions%3A+How+Will+We+Live+Together%3F+Hashim+Sarkis+and+Ala+Tannir&qid=1635255236&qsid=139-0558314-9471412&s=books&sprefix=expansions+how+will+we+live+together+hashim+sarkis+and+ala+tannir+%2Cstripbooks%2C42&sr=1-1&sres=8836648614&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://store.labiennale.org/prodotto/expansions/
https://pederanker.com/2018/12/06/the-architecture-of-closed-worlds/
https://www.lars-mueller-publishers.com/architecture-closed-worlds
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“Comments” in Behind the Green Door: A Critical Look at Sustainable Architecture through 600 

Objects by Rotor, (Oslo: Oslo Architecture Triennale, 2014), 27, 169, 178, 203, 210, 214. 

 

“From Bauhaus to Ecohouse: A Short History of Ecological Design,” in Behind the Green Door: 

Architecture and the Desire for Sustainability, Helle Benedicte Berg (ed.), (Oslo: Oslo Architecture 

Triennale, 2013), 129-139. 

 

“Ecological Communication at the Oxford Imperial Forestry Institute,” in Cultivating the Colonies: 

Colonial States and their Environmental Legacies, Christina Folke Ax (et.a.) (ed.), (Athens: Ohio 

University Press, 2011), 275-299. 

 

“Plant Community,” in Schwarz, A.E. & K. Jax (Eds.), Ecology Revisited, (Berlin: Springer, 2011), 

325-331. 

 

“Scandinavia: Norway,” Encyclopedia of Environmental Ethics and Philosophy, (Detroit: Gale, 2008), 

233-236. 

 

“Outer Space” and “Moon Treaty,” in The Palgrave Dictionary of Transnational History, Akira Iriye 

and Pierre-Yves Saunier (eds.), Palgrave Macmillan, 2009. 

 

“Jan Christian Smuts," New Dictionary of Scientific Biography, 2007. 

 

“Den antiliberale dypøkologien,” (“The Intolerant Deep Ecology”), in Miljø og menneske. Peder 

Anker and Tarjei Rønnow (eds.), (Oslo: Gyldendal, 2002), 53-65. 

 

“Outline for a History of Ecological Architecture,” M29: Yearbook for the Oslo School of 

Architecture, Mari Lending (ed.), (Oslo: The Oslo School of Architecture, 2002), 148-154. 

 

”From Scepticism to Dogmatism and Back: Remarks on the History of Deep Ecology”, in 

Philosophical Dialogues, Andrew Brennan and Nina Witoszek (eds.) (Rowman & Littlefield, 1999), 

431-443. 

 

”Risk Management, Rationality and Deep Ecology,” in Environmental Risk and Ethics, Peder Anker 

(ed.) (Oslo: Centre for Development and the Environment, 1995). 

 

 

Publications – Reviews 

 

Anna Åberg and Mogens Rüdiger. Energy in the Nordic World. Technology and Culture 66:1 (2025), 

271–72. 

 

Viktor Pál, Tuomas Räsänen and Mikko Saikku (eds.), Green Development or Greenwashing? H-

Environment, Dec. 2023. 

 

Ştefan Dorondel and Stelu Şerban (eds.), A New Ecological Order. Development and the 

transformation of nature in Eastern Europe, Centaurus 65:1 (2023), 201-202.  

 

Marion Grau, Pilgrimage, Landscape, and Identity: Reconstructing Sacred Geographies in 

Norway, Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature and Culture, June 2023, 326-327 

 

Mark W. Hauser, Mapping Water in Dominica: Enslavement and Environment under 

Colonialism, The Middle Ground Journal: World History and Global Studies, 24 (2022), 16-17. 

 

Marilyn Fischer, Jane Addams’s Evolutionary Theorizing: Constructing “Democracy and Social 

Ethics, Isis 112:1 (March 2021), 195-196. 

https://pederanker.com/2023/12/18/my-review-of-green-development-or-greenwashing/
https://pederanker.com/2023/12/18/my-review-of-green-development-or-greenwashing/
https://pederanker.com/2023/09/04/my-review-of-a-new-ecological-order/
https://pederanker.com/2023/09/04/my-review-of-pilgrimage-landscape-and-identity/
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David Schuyler, Embattled River: The Hudson and Modern American Environmentalism, The Journal 

of American Studies, 54:4 (2020), E50. 

 

Larry D. Busbea, The Responsive Environment: Design, Aesthetics and the Human in the 

1970s. Environmental History, 25:4 (2020). 

 

Scott Kaufman, The Environment and International History. 

Environmental History, 25:2 (2020). 

 

Deborah R. Coen, Climate in Motion: Science, Empire, and the Problem of Scale. 

H-Environment Roundtable Reviews, Jan. 17. 2020. 

 

Avigail Sachs, Environmental Design: Architecture, Politics and Science in Postwar America. 

Journal of Architectural Education, Nov. 8 2019. 

 

Mari Lending, Eirik Arff Gulseth Bøhn, Tim Anstey (eds.), Images of Egypt. 

Arkitketur N,  101 (2019), 112. 

 

Rohan Deb Roy, Malarial Subjects: Empire, Medicine and Nonhumans in British India, 1820–1909. 

The American Historical Review, 124:1 (Feb. 2019), 229-230. 

 

Panu Pihkala, Early Ecotheology and Joseph Sittler. 

Journal for the Study of Religion, Nature & Culture, 12:2 (2018), 247-248. 

  

Jane Carruthers, National Park Science: A Century of Research in South Africa. 

Journal of the History of Biology, 51 (2018), 617-619. 

 

 James Beattie (ed.), Eco-Cultural Networks and the British Empire. 

Environmental History, 21 (May 2016).  

 

Hannah Gay, The Silwod Circle: A History of Ecology and the Making of Scientific Careers. 

 Annals of Science, 71 (Oct 2014). 

 

Peter G. Ayres. Shaping Ecology: The Life of Arthur Tansley. 

 Isis, 105:2 (June 2014), 446-447. 

  

Michael Ruse, The Gaia Hypothesis: Science on a Pagan Planet 

 Centaurus, 56:2 (April 2014), 123-124. 

 

Martin Reuss and Stephen Cutcliffe (eds.), The Illusory Boundary 

 Isis, 103:2 (2012), 388-389. 

 

P.M. Harman, The Culture of Nature in Britain, 1680-1860. 

 Environmental History, Oct 2011, 727-728. 

 

Naomi Oreskes; Erik M. Conway, Merchants of Doubt 

 Isis 102 (2011), 589-590. 

 

Martin Braathen, Alt er arkitektur! 

 Arkitektur N  93 (2011), 70. 

 

Harriet Ritvo,The Dawn of Green 

 American Historical Review, (2010), 1532-1533 

 

https://pederanker.com/2020/09/21/my-review-of-the-responsive-environment/
https://pederanker.com/2020/05/25/my-review-of-the-environment-and-international-history/
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Nils Johan Ringdal, Georg Valentin von Munthe af Morgenstierne 

Historisk tidsskrift 87 (2008), 727-729 

 

William Beinart and Lotte Hughes, Environment and Empire. 

            The Economic History Review, 61:3 (2008), 740-741. 

 

David McDermott Hughes, From Enslavement to Environmentalism. 

            Canadian Journal of History, 42 (2007), 373-375. 

 

Phil Brown, Toxic Exposures: Contested Illnesses and the Environmental Health Movement. 

Gregg Mitman, Breathing Space: How Allergies Shape Our Lives and Landscapes 

 Science, 318 (5. Oct. 2007), 46-47. 

 

Paul R. Josephson, Resources under Regimes: Technology, Environment, and the State. 

 Minerva, 45 (2007), 93-95.  

 

Kim Cuddington and Beatrix Beisner (eds.), Ecological Paradigms Lost. 

 Isis, 97 (2006), 808. 

 

Bryan Norton, Sustainability: A Philosophy of Adaptive Ecosystem Management. 

Annals of Science, 63 (2006), 505-507. 

 

Robert E. Kohler, All Creatures: Naturalists, Collectors, and Biodiversity, 1850-1950. 

 Science, 313 (2006), 1741. 

 

Sharon E. Kingsland, The Evolution of American Ecology, 1890-2000. 

 Centaurus, 48 (2006), 115-116. 

 

Stephen Bocking, Nature’s Experts. 

 Metascience, 15 (2006), 109-111. 

 

Sverker Sörlin, Europas Idéhistoria 1492-1918, vol. 3-4. 

 Historisk tidsskrift, 85 (2006), 165-167. 

 

Londa Schiebinger, Plants and Empire. 

 Metascience, 14 (2005), 489-491. 

 

Einar-Arne Drivenes and Harald Dag Jølle (eds.), Norsk polarhistorie. 

 Isis, 96 (2005), 662. 

 

Fa-Ti Fan, British Naturalists in Qing China. 

 Metascience, 14 (2005), 155-157. 

 

Preben Munthe, Christen Smith: Botaniker og økonom. 

 Økonomisk forum, 4 (2005), 49-50. 

 

Ross A. Slotten, The Heretic in Darwin’s Court. 

 Metascience, 14 (2005), 136-138. 

 

Trausti Valsson, Planning in Iceland. 

 Environmental History, 10 (2005), 122-123. 

 

Michel Bess, The Light-Green Society. 

Isis, 95 (2004), 743. 

 



 

 

10 

Nancy Leys Stepan, Picturing Tropical Nature. 

Metascience, 13 (2004) 95-97. 

 

Robert E. Kohler, Landscapes and Labscapes 

Metascience, 12 (2003), 401-404. 

 

Michael Polanyi, The Tacit Dimension (trs.) 

Norsk Filosofisk Tidsskrift, 38 (2003), 175-177. 

 

Michael Bravo and Sverker Sörlin (eds.), Narrating the Arctic. 

 Environmental History,  8 (2003), 487-488. 

 

Frank N. Egerton, Hewett Cottrell Watson: Victorian Plant Ecologist and Evolutionist. 

Michael Shermer, In Darwin’s Shadow: The Life and Science of Alfred Russel Wallace. 

Metascience, 12 (2003), 322-324. 

 

Peter Raby, Alfred Russel Wallace: A Life. 

Alfred Russel Wallace, The Alfred Russel Wallace Reader. Jane R. Camerini (ed.). 

Metascience, 11 (2002), 413-415. 

 

Johannes Fabian, Out of Our Minds: Reason and Madness in the Exploration of Central Africa. 

Isis, 93 (2002), 291-292. 

 

Timo Myllyntaus and Mikko Saikku (eds.), Encountering the Past in Nature. 

 Environmental History, 7 (2002), 321-322. 

  

Torben Hviid Nielsen (et.al.), Livets tre og kodenes kode. 

 Historisk tidsskrift, 80 (2001), 271-272. 

 

Thomas Potthast, Die Evolution und der Naturschutz. 

 Journal of the History of Biology, 34 (2001), 400-401. 

 

 

Publications – Reports, Working Papers, and Thesis 

 

The Ecology of Nations: British Imperial Sciences of Nature, 1895-1945, Ph.D. thesis, Dept. of 

History of Science, Harvard University, 1999. 

 

“Is Theory Innocent?” with Nina Witoszek, Working Paper, Center for Development and the 

Environment, 1997. 

 

(ed.) Environmental Risk and Ethics. (Oslo: Centre for Development and the Environment, 1995). 

 

Kritikk av dypøkologisk rettsforståelse. (“A Critique of the Deep Ecological Concept of Justice”), 

(Oslo: TMVs Skriftserie, Pensumtjenesten, 1994). 

 

 

Publications – Miscellaneous 

 

A complete list of all publications, interviews, lectures, media and more is available at: 

www.pederanker.com. 

 

 

Conference and Workshop Presentations 

 

http://www.pederanker.com/
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Coding Plants 

Oslo School of Architecture and Design, AHO i verden, Oct. 6, 2025. 

United Nations, Fashion and Lifestyle Network Annual Meeting, New York, May 19, 2025. 

 

For the Love of Bombs 

Environmental Humanities Conference, Nov. 17, 2023. 

 

Housing to Save Humanity 

Microsoft Research Lab, New York, Dec. 5. 2024. 

 

Livet er best ute 

“Norsk friluftsliv vs. Amerikansk outdoor life”, Norsk Folkemuseum, May 2. 2024. 

Landscape Architecture, International Federation of Landscape Architects, NMBU, Feb. 27. 2024. 

Bokbad, Amundsen Sport, New York, Nov. 2 2023 

Bokbad, Porsgrunn bibliokte, Porsgrunn, Aug. 29, 2023. 

Bokbad, Norsk Sjømannskirke, New York, Dec. 7 2022. 

Bokbad, Norsk skogmuseum, Elverum, Nov. 24 2022. 

Bokbad, Akademika bokhandel, Bø i Telemark, Nov. 23 2022. 

Institutt for friluftsliv, Universitetet i sørøst Norge, Bø i Telemark, Nov. 23 2022. 

Østfoldmuseene, Halden, Nov. 7. 2022. 

Boklansering, Oslo, 17 august, 2022. 

 

Archiagape 

Ambiguous Territory, Rizzoli bookstore, Feb. 1 2023. 

Venice Biennale of Architecture 2021, Nov. 14, 2021. 

 

Paradise Lost: Nuclear Testing in the Pacific Ocean 

The Nuclear-Water Nexus, Stockholm, June 21-22, 2022. 

 

The Power of the Periphery 

OsloMet, March 27, 2023 

Stockholm +50: The Nordic Model of Ecological Transformation May 16, 2022. 

Scandinavian Society Annual Meeting, April 30, 2022. 

Fridtjof Nansen Institute, Oslo March 14, 2022. 

Venice Biennale of Architecture 2021, May 21, 2021. [Video] 

Environmental History Week, April 19. 2021 

The National Library of Norway, April 12. 2021 

Department of History, University of Bergen, Feb. 18, 2021. 

Forum for Philosophy of Science, NTNU Trondheim, Feb. 9 2021 

The Oslo School of Architecture and Design, Jan. 21, 2021. 

The Greenhouse, University of Stavanger, Nov. 2, 2020. [Video] 

History of Science Society’s Annual Meeting, Oct. 8, 2020. [Video] 

Institute of Public Knowledge, New York University, Oct. 6 2020. [Video] 

 

 

Design with Life 

Discussion and book launch at Microsoft Garage, May 27 2020. 

Discussion at The American Scandinavian Society, June 24 2020. 

Discussion at New York Institute of Technology, Sept. 30 2020. 

 

“British Imperialism and the Bauhaus Legacy,” Burg Hülshoff, Münster, Germany, Feb. 15. 2019. 

  

“Climate in Motion,” Panel discussion of Deborah R. Coen’s book. Columbia University, Jan 30. 

2019. 

  

https://www.aho.no/aho-80-arsjubileum/Jubileumskalender/forelesning-aho-i-verden-peder-anker.html
https://unpartnerships.un.org/events/united-nations-fashion-and-lifestyle-network-0
https://ecohumanism.co.uk/
https://www.shiftesperanza.com/events/housing-to-save-humanity?fbclid=IwY2xjawGy3vBleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHZFBlmLhK5RiV6ZLYzDNtji1EGWaumLr0_zFsE3C7qvWFE1Al9UHWo2Bew_aem_C15bjieRL74a81M3AONSzQ
https://norskfolkemuseum.no/
https://gtr.ukri.org/projects?ref=AH%2FW011344%2F1
https://porsgrunnbib.no/events/er-livet-best-ute/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1073663699930926
https://www.rizzolibookstore.com/news/ambiguous-territory-architecture-landscape-and-postnatural
https://www.labiennale.org/en/news/meetings-architecture-%E2%80%93-expanded-programme
https://nuclearwaters.eu/
https://student.oslomet.no/en/studier/-/studieinfo/emne/MJ5200/2022/H%C3%98ST
https://www.facebook.com/groups/5679486908732706
https://scandinavianstudy.org/annual-meeting/sass-2022-puerto-rico/
https://www.fni.no/?lang=en_GB
https://pederanker.files.wordpress.com/2021/05/venice-eight-books-2021-ecc-web.jpg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ru_3e5M14j4
http://newnatures.org/greenhouse/events/booktalk/online-book-talk-environmental-history-panel/
https://www.uib.no/en/ahkr
https://aho.no/en/calendar/aho-open-lecture-luis-callajas-peder-anker
http://newnatures.org/greenhouse/events/online-book-talk-peder-anker-the-power-of-the-periphery/
https://vimeo.com/475165645
https://hss-shot.secure-platform.com/a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eUDEV_QUV_4&feature=youtu.be
https://ipk.nyu.edu/events/book-talk-the-power-of-the-periphery-how-norway-became-an-environmental-pioneer-for-the-world/?fbclid=IwAR2tdc0pn31mwllvRHokaYuyb0ZocCAIhgg0Hu3t-4LFc64k5U6Xexl29FQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SynwpxPiBck&t=28s
https://pederanker.com/2020/05/30/design-with-life-discussion/
https://pederanker.com/2020/08/10/ecology-in-design-in-conversation/
https://www.facebook.com/nyitarch/videos/467666357555376
http://www.burg-huelshoff.de/en/programm/kalender/nature-studies-2
https://scienceandsociety.columbia.edu/events/deborah-r-coen-climate-motion-science-empire-and-problem-scale
https://scienceandsociety.columbia.edu/events/deborah-r-coen-climate-motion-science-empire-and-problem-scale
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“The Architecture of Closed Worlds” Storefront for Art and Architecture, Dec. 6, 2018.  

 

“A History of Norwegian Climate Politics” 

Letters Sent from Heaven, Ultima Academy Seminar, Oslo, Sept. 9. 2017. 

The Right Use of the Earth, École normale supérieure, Paris, May 31, 2018. 

 

“School of the Earth” 

 Urban Digital Humanities, NYU Center for the Humanities, Feb. 27 2018. 

Gallatin Climate Change Initiative’s Conference, Sept. 15. 2017. 

Gallatin Teaching-With-Technology Symposium, Sept. 27. 2017. 

 

“Computing Environmental Design” 

Design History Society Annual Conference, key-note, Sept. 9. 2017. 

Infrastructure and Materiality: Biota, Princeton-Mellon Initiative in Architecture, Urbanism & 

the Humanities,Sept. 25. 2017. 

 

“Encounters That Never Happened” The Cooper Union. Feb. 27. 2016. 

“A History of Environmental Designs,” Dumbarton Oaks, Garden and Landscape Studies, Sept 29., 

2015. 

“A Global History of Ecology in Norway,” 

 Department of History of Science Seminar, Harvard University, April 29., 2014. 

 Gallatin School, NYU, Apr 24, 2017. 

 

 

“The Economic Fix: The Norwegian Approach to Climate Change,” 

    Climate Change, Methods, and Practice: Columbia University, March 8, 2013. 

    Workshop on Historicizing Climate Change, Princeton University, May 2-3, 2014. 

    American Society for Environmental History, Annual Conference, March 19, 2015. 

 

“The Environmental Antagonist at the Center Stage?” 

    History of Science Society Annual Meeting, Boston, Nov. 21-24. 2013. 

    The 5th Norwegian Conference of the History of Science, Jan. 24-25. 2013. 

 

“The Call for a New Eco-religion in Norway,” Center for Historical Analyses, Rutgers University, 

Dec. 11, 2012. 

 

“Two ways of doing ecological design,” NYU London, Oct 19, 2012. Global Design NYU 

Symposium, London. 

 

”Scales of the Earth” Graduate School of Design, Harvard University, April 1, 2011. 

 

“A History of Sustainability: Science as a Vacation” 

     Yale University, History of Science and Medicine Colloquium, April 18, 2011.  

     Princeton University, “Groovy Science” Conference, Feb 4-5, 2011. 

     University of Oslo, “Rethinking Modern University History” Oct. 28-29, 2011. 

     University of Oslo, “The 4th Norwegian Conf. of History of Science” Nov. 20-22, 2011. 

 

 

“Spaceship Earth: A History of Ecological Designs” 

     Princeton University, History of Science Colloquium, Dec. 2, 2009  

     John Hopkins University, Department History of Science Colloquium, Jan 28 2010 

     Oberlin College, March 17, 2010 

http://storefrontnews.org/programming/manifesto-series-closed-worlds/
http://www.oslokunstforening.no/letters-sent-from-heaven-seminar
https://rightuseofearth.sciencesconf.org/
http://nyuhumanities.org/events/event-registration/?ee=140
http://gallatin.nyu.edu/utilities/events/2017/09/2017ClimateChangeConference.html
http://gallatin.nyu.edu/utilities/events/2017/09/TeachingWithTechnology2017.html
http://www.makingandunmaking.net/programme/
http://arc-hum.princeton.edu/events/infrastructure-and-materiality-biota
http://arc-hum.princeton.edu/
http://arc-hum.princeton.edu/
http://gallatin.nyu.edu/utilities/events/2017/04/furious.html
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     Wellesley College/MIT, April 8 2010 

     UCLA, Department of History Colloquium, May 24, 2010 

     New York Academy of Science/NYU, Dec. 1., 2010 

     University of California, Santa Barbara, University lecture, Jan 20, 2011. 

     Columbia University, Legal and Social Environmental Issues, March 16, 2011. 

     Parson, The New School, March 21, 2011. 

     University of Bergen, Student Union, Feb. 27, 2012. 

     NTNU Trondheim, Science Studies Seminar, March 3 2012. 

     University of Oslo, Department of Archeology, March 9, 2012. 

     Dumbarton Oaks, Garden and Landscape Studies, Sept 29., 2015. 

   

“Modeling the Earth from Outer Space” Changing Climate: Historians and Hemispheres in 

Conversation, 5-6 March 2010, Harvard University 

 

“Science as a Vacation: A History of Ecology in Norway,” History of Science Society, Washington, 

2007. 

 

“Graphic Language: Herbert Bayer’s Environmental Design,” Annual Conference of the European 

Society for the History of the Human Sciences, Oslo 2006. 

 

“Ecological Communication at the Oxford Imperial Forestry Institute,” Colonialism, Post-colonialism 

and the Environment, German Historical Institute, Washington 2006. 

 

“A Post-Colonial Reading of the History of Ecological Architecture,” Thinking Through the 

Environment, Nordic Environmental History Society, Turku 2005. 

 

“The Ecological Colonization of Space,” Humanism for the 21st Century: Perspectives East and West, 

University of Oslo 2004. 

 

“From Holism to Radicalism: History of Ecology in South Africa,” Workshop, Swiss Federal Institute 

of Technology, Zurich 2004. 

 

“The Bauhaus of Nature,” History of Science Society, Cambridge 2003. 

 

“Buckminster Fuller’s Dome and the Dymaxion of Nature,” American Society for Environmental 

History’s Annual Meeting, Providence 2003. 

 

“The Politics of Ecology in South Africa,” Center for Historical Social Sciences, Columbia University 

2003. 

 

“From Bauhaus to Animal House,” Barker Center for Literary and Cultural Studies, Harvard 

University 2001. 

 

“Holism and Racism: The history of South African Human Ecology,” History of Science Society, 

Vancouver 2000. 

 

“Imperial Memories in the Inland Waters of Africa,” American Society of Environmental History, 

Tucson 1999. 

 

”H. G. Wells and the Economy of Nature,” Center for Literary and Cultural Studies, Harvard 

University 1999. 

 

”History of Ecology and Aviation Technologies,” History of Science Society, Kansas 1998. 
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”Natural Law and Human Rights: On History of Ecology and the UN-Charter,” Center for Literary 

and Cultural Studies, Harvard University 1998. 

 

”Arthur George Tansley's Social Psychology and Ecology in the Context of South African Racism,” 

History of Science Society, San Diego 1997. 

 

”The Cultivation of Nature-Metaphors in Thomas Huxley’s Evolution and Ethics” Joint Atlantic 

Seminar for the History of Biology, Harvard University 1996. 

 

 

Associations and Memberships 

American Society for Environmental History, History of Science Society. 

  

 

Peer- Review Service 

 

British Journal for the History of Science 

Council for the Humanities of the Netherlands Organization for Scientific Research (NWO) 

Dalhousie Architectural Press 

Environment and History 

Environmental Humanities 

Environmental Philosophy 

Ethics, Place and Environment 

Forum for Development Studies 

Harvard University Press 

Historical Studies in the Natural Sciences 

Historisk tidsskrift (Norwegian)  

History of Intellectual Culture 

HOPOS: The Journal of the International Society for the History of Philosophy of Science 

Isis 

Israel Science Foundation 

Journal of Architecture 

Journal of Historical Geography 

Journal of the History of Biology 

Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians 

MIT-Press 

National Science Foundation (US) 

Norwegian Research Council 

Palgrave Macmillan (London) 

Pickering & Chatto Publishers (London) 

Technology and Culture 

Universitetsforlaget (Oslo) 

University of Chicago Press 

Web Ecology 

Worldviews 


