Colours of Green (Volume 29 Number 1 - Winter 2003) Alternatives Journal Page 1 of 2

= CANADIAN NEWS
> GLOBAL NEWS

= CAMPAIGNS

» RESEARCH FINDINGS

Follow up &
Click on "Follow up” for web links from

the current issue of
Alternatives Journal

EsAC-ACEE
Alternatives is the official journal
of Canada's green learned society,
the Environmental Studies
Association of Canada.

Contact Us:

Alternatives Journal

Faculty of Environmental Studies
University of Waterloo

Waterloo, Ontario N2L 3G1
Canada

phone: (519) 888-4442

toll free; (866) 437-2587

fax: (519) 746-0292

email:
info@alternativesjournal.ca

web:
http://www.alternativesjournal.ca/

Subscriber Service
_Update your address, rengw your st
@% order back issues, general fem

Colours of Green ® Search the web € Searc

Race and Diversity Myths
Multicultural Gardens
Transportation Equity

Water Justice for Aboriginals

Kyoto « Cambodian forests « UN
Chief Seatht « Tuvalu Islands « G
Directory of Canadian Environme
Programs

Return to Colours of Green

Winter 2003
Volume 29, Number 1

Ecology of Empire

Book Review: Imperial Ecology: Environmental Order in t
Empire, 1895-1945, Peder Anker, Cambridge, MA: Harvarc
Press, 2001.

Reviewed by David B. Brooks

Peder Anker has written a fascinating account of how ecolc
from botany as a discipline in parallel (but competing) sche
thought in Britain and in South Africa during the first half ¢
century. The extraordinarily detailed book contains at least
themes: how, in each school, what had been natural scien¢
not just transdisciplinary but a worldview including human
how, despite sharp differences between the mechanistic Br
and the holistic South African school, both schools support
imperialist policies and colonial administrations.

Today, ecology is commonly seen as one of the “new” inte:
of study that could avoid the tunnel vision that is alleged t
characterize engineering, science and economics. However
characterization, Anker has demonstrated that the very int
is the pride of ecology also contains dangerous tendencies.
ecologists concluded that politics was but another branch ¢
and that appropriate political conclusions could be determi
“scientifically”. South African ecologists concluded that, if ¢
animals had appropriate niches, so too did human beings -
convinced themselves that northern races were more highl
they concluded that black races should remain in submissiy
few ecologists challenged these conclusions, but, with the |
nature of higher education, they did not get much of a hea
also describes how some Canadians wondering about man:
native peoples took note — though they had to rework the

Imperial Ecology will tell most readers more than they war
but Anker writes well, which makes the dense text easier ¢
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Happily, he has an eye for juicy tidbits - such as the pronc
an ecology professor at Yale that climate had a iot to do wi
cycles, as it did with the Russian revolution and with sexuz
Japanese brothels.

David B. Brooks is director of research for Friends of the E:
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